and he too, in the course of a few months, often resorts to the forceps. The writer had this most trying experience, some times feeling as though it was his conscientious duty, when finding an exposed nerve in an inaccessible tooth, advising the patient he did not have the ingenuity to cope with it.
In January, 1905 The formula as practiced by Dr. Houghton, and so quoted in his paper, is as follows: Thymol, Dried Alum, Glycerol, equal parts, and Oxide of Zinc, q. s., to make stiff paste.
To this I have added formaline, and my method of proceedure is as follows : Apply arsenic, preferably in the form of a fibre, using a very small quantity and sealing it in the tooth for one week. This form of arsenic is especially advantageous to the dentist practicing in the farming districts where it is seldom convenient for your patient to return to town oftener than once a week. Remove the arsenic, and in 99 per cent, of the cases I find I can remove contents of pulp chamber without pain whatever, using a No. 4 or No. 6 ster-ilized bur for this purpose, leaving the contents of roots just as I find them. With water syringe, wash out cavity with clean water, dry with alcohol, swab cavity with small piece of cotton saturated with formaline. Take up on your cement spatula enough of paste to fill pulp chamber, incorporate with this a small quantity of formaline. Fill the entire pulp chamber with the paste, sealing it with cement, and completing operation with whatever filling material indicated. Probably the easiest method of applying the paste is to press it into place with a pellet of cotton held in your plyers.
Try this method on the first inaccessible tooth you have, and I believe most firmly that it will be only the matter of a short time when you will have sufficient confidence in it to apply this method to all posterior teeth.
